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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 TRSE-00 JUSE-00 DHA-05 
/097 W 

094036 290505Z/17 

R 2902047Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1207 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 6035 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: RH, BE, AS 

SUB J : RHOSDESIAN INFORMATION OFFICE 

REF: STATE 202727 

1 . PM FRASER AND FONMIN PEACOCK ARE STRONGLY COMMITTED 
TO CLOSING THE RIO IN SYDNEY IN SPITE OF STRONG BACK 
BENCH OPPOSITON FROM CONSERVATIVE MEMBERS OF THE COALI- 
TION GOVERNMENT. DFA IS CURRENTLY DRAFTING LEGISLATION 
WHICH WILL BE SUBMITTED TO PARLIAMENT BEFORE THE END OF 
THE CURRENT SESSION (MID-DECEMBER 1977), WHICH WILL MAKE 
IT ILLEGAL FOR A RIO REPRESENTATIVE TO RECEIVE FUNDS 
FROM THE RHODESIAN REGIME, AND ILLEGAL FOR HIM TO ACT AS 
A REPRESENTATIVE OR REPRESENT HIMSELF AS A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE REGIME. THIS WILL PUT GOA IN COMPLIANCE WITH UNSC 
RESOLUTION 409. 

2. FRASER WILL PRESENT BILL AS NECESSARY IN ORDER FOR 
AUSTRALIA TO COMPLY WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW AND UN OBLI- 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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GATIONS, NOT AS A SIMPLE QUESTION INVOLVING HUMAN RIGHTS. 
ALTHOUGH LAW WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY PASS PARLIAMENT DURING 
THIS SESSION, THERE IS A CAHNCE THAT THE COALITION WILL 
NEED ALP SUPPORT. THIS SUPPORT WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

3. THE POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS WILL 
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FUND A RIO IN AUSTRALIA. WHILE THIS WOULD NOT RPT NOT 
VIOLATE AUSTRALIAN LAW, THE OFFICE'S ACTIVITIES WOULD BE 
CAREFULLY MONITORED TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER UNOFFICIAL RIO 
WAS ACTING IN ACCORD WITH AUSTRALIAN INTERESTS. GOA 
WOULD ALSO ALMOST CERTAINLY REFUSE ENTRY OF RHODESIAN 
NATINALS FOR THE OFFICE AND PERHAPS REFUSE TO RENEW THE 
VISA FOR THE PRESENT INCUMBENT. 

ALSTON 
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